
 

THE GIFT 
The greatest gift - is our Lord Jesus.  He is coming, bearing real gifts, profoundly important gifts. 
Jesus came that first Christmas to win forgiveness and give all the gifts that come with it: hope, 
peace, joy, love. He is coming again at the end of this world to give the gift of resurrection to eternal 
life. In the season of Advent, we connect Christ’s first coming with his second coming. We rejoice 
in all the unconditional gifts he gives. Today, we focus on the JOY that Jesus gives us. 



JOY 
The ancient church had Latin titles for all their Sundays. They called the third Sunday in Advent 
“Gaudete Sunday.” The Latin word gaudete means rejoice. On some Advent wreaths, the third 
candle is a pinkish rose color, symbolizing joy. 

An encouragement to rejoice might sound odd in light of this Advent season’s themes, especially 
Christ’s second coming to this world. We have seen that when Jesus comes again he is going to 
judge all mankind and destroy the universe. Even the gospel reading for today warns about “the 
coming wrath” which will include “unquenchable fire.” If that is what Christ will bring at his second 
coming, how can we possibly live joyfully? 

Answer: because of Christ’s first coming. When Jesus came that first Christmas, it wasn’t to bring 
judgment, but to bear judgment. Jesus was born, not to punish sin, but to be punished for sin.  

All those with faith in Christ know that when he comes for the second time, it will be to deliver us, 
not destroy us. He will not increase our pain but take every pain away. Then, and not a moment 
before, our lives will finally be perfect! And so, we live joyfully and thankfully, looking forward to 
Christ’s return. 

 
 

Opening Dialogue 
Pastor: Lord Jesus, you are the Light of the world, 
People: The Light no darkness can overcome. 
 

Pastor: Stay with us for it is evening,  
People: And the day is almost over. 
 

Pastor: Let your light scatter the darkness,   
People: Let it shine in our hearts and lives. Amen. 

 

The Candle of Hope 
Each week during Advent, we light a candle 
in confident faith and eager anticipation.  

Prayer for Peace 
All: Lord God, all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works come from you. 

Give to us, your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our 
hearts may be set to obey your commandments. Defend us also from the fear of 
our enemies that we may live in peace and quietness, through the merits of 
Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen. 



God’s Word – Zephaniah 3:14-17 
14 Sing, Daughter Zion; 
    shout aloud, Israel! 
Be glad and rejoice with all your heart, 
    Daughter Jerusalem! 
15 The LORD has taken away your punishment, 
    he has turned back your enemy. 
The LORD, the King of Israel, is with you; 
    never again will you fear any harm. 
16 On that day 
    they will say to Jerusalem, 
“Do not fear, Zion; 
    do not let your hands hang limp. 
17 The LORD your God is with you, 
    the Mighty Warrior who saves. 
He will take great delight in you; 
    in his love he will no longer rebuke you, 
    but will rejoice over you with singing.” 

 

Devotion 
 
 
 

Luther’s Evening Prayer 
All:  In the name of the Father and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. I thank you, my 

heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you have graciously kept me 
this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me this night. Into your hands I 
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that the 
wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen. 

 

Blessing 
Pastor: May the blessing of the eternal God be upon us: his light to guide us, his presence to 

shelter us, his peace to unite us.   

People: Amen. 

 



Closing Song    Hark the Glad Sound! The Savior Comes   Christian Worship 12 

 

Hark the glad sound! The Savior comes, 
The Savior promised long; 
Let ev'ry heart prepare a throne 
And ev'ry voice a song. 
 
He comes the captives to release, 
In Satan's prison held. 
The gates of brass before him burst; 
The iron fetters yield. 
 
He comes the broken heart to bind, 
The bleeding soul to cure, 
And with the treasures of his grace 
To enrich the humble poor. 
 
Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace, 
Your welcome shall proclaim, 
And heav'n's eternal arches ring 
With your beloved name. 
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The LORD’s fulfilled promise gave joy to Abraham & Sarah. 

 
 



The LORD’s fulfilled promise gave joy to Abraham & Sarah. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



The LORD’s fulfilled promise gave joy to Joseph & Mary. 
 

 


