
 
 

THE GIFT 
The greatest gift - is our Lord Jesus.  He is coming, bearing real gifts, profoundly important gifts. 
Jesus came that first Christmas to win forgiveness and give all the gifts that come with it: hope, 
peace, joy, love. He is coming again at the end of this world to give the gift of resurrection to eternal 
life. In the season of Advent, we connect Christ’s first coming with his second coming. We rejoice 
in all the unconditional gifts he gives. Today, we focus on the PEACE that Jesus gives us. 



PEACE 
How do you feel when meeting someone important? Maybe it was a job interview with your 
potential future boss. Did you feel peaceful walking into that meeting? Or perhaps you were 
summoned, for a reason unknown to you, to come to the principal’s office at school? As you 
walked the hallway towards his door, were you at peace?  

When we come face-to-face with someone who can influence the direction of our lives, that tends 
to be nerve-wracking, not peaceful. How nervous will you be, then, when you stand face-to-face 
with your God, who will determine where you spend eternity? 

God is much more than a boss or a principal. He is your Creator, the one who gave you life. And 
when he did, he intended you to use that life in a very specific way, one which would bring glory 
to him and beauty to this broken world. So, are you ready to meet him? 

Today, we see that God wants you to be at perfect peace when you stand before him. “Glory to 
God in the highest, and on earth peace…” the angels sang that first Christmas Eve.  

Through the work of Christ, sinners are at peace with a holy God. Even more, throughout history 
God’s messengers like John the Baptist proclaimed the gospel, so that God’s people could live in 
peace. God raises up messengers to preach that gospel of peace to you today. 
 

Opening Dialogue 
Pastor: Lord Jesus, you are the Light of the world, 
People: The Light no darkness can overcome. 
 

Pastor: Stay with us for it is evening,  
People: And the day is almost over. 
 

Pastor: Let your light scatter the darkness,   
People: Let it shine in our hearts and lives. Amen. 

 

The Candle of Hope 
Each week during Advent, we light a candle 
in confident faith and eager anticipation.  

Prayer for Peace 
All: Lord God, all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works come from you. 

Give to us, your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our 
hearts may be set to obey your commandments. Defend us also from the fear of 
our enemies that we may live in peace and quietness, through the merits of 
Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen. 



God’s Word 
Romans 4:1-8 

What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh, discovered in this 
matter? 2 If, in fact, Abraham was justified by works, he had something to boast about - but not 
before God. 3 What does Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as 
righteousness.”[Genesis 15:6 and 22] 

4 Now to the one who works, wages are not credited as a gift but as an obligation. 5 However, to 
the one who does not work but trusts God who justifies the ungodly, their faith is credited as 
righteousness. 6 David says the same thing when he speaks of the blessedness of the one to 
whom God credits righteousness apart from works: 

7 “Blessed are those 
    whose transgressions are forgiven, 
    whose sins are covered. 
8 Blessed is the one 
    whose sin the Lord will never count against them.”[Psalm 32:1-2] 

Romans 5:1-2 
Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now 
stand. And we boast in the hope of the glory of God. 

 

Devotion 
 

 

Luther’s Evening Prayer 
All:  In the name of the Father and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. I thank you, my 

heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you have graciously kept me 
this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me this night. Into your hands I 
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that the 
wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen. 

 

Blessing 
Pastor: May the blessing of the eternal God be upon us: his light to guide us, his presence to 

shelter us, his peace to unite us.   

People: Amen. 



Closing Song       Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel   Christian Worship 23 
 

Oh, come, oh, come, Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel 
That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to you, O Israel! 
 

Oh, come, O Root of Jesse, free 
Your own from Satan's tyranny; 
From depths of hell your people save, 
And bring them vict'ry o'er the grave. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to you, O Israel! 
 

Oh, come, O Dayspring from on high, 
And cheer us by your drawing nigh; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
And death's dark shadows put to flight. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to you, O Israel! 
 

Oh, come, O Key of David, come, 
And open wide our heav'nly home. 
Make safe the way that leads on high, 
And close the path to misery. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to you, O Israel! 
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The LORD’s great promises gave peace to Abram. 

 



 
The angel brought great promises and peace to Joseph. 

 

 
 
 
 


