
 
 

THE GIFT 
The greatest gift - is our Lord Jesus.  He is coming, bearing real gifts, profoundly important gifts. 
Jesus came that first Christmas to win forgiveness and give all the gifts that come with it: hope, 
peace, joy, love. He is coming again at the end of this world to give the gift of resurrection to eternal 
life. In the season of Advent, we connect Christ’s first coming with his second coming. We rejoice 
in all the unconditional gifts he gives. Today, we focus on the HOPE that Jesus gives us. 



HOPE 
When you look at the downward spiral of humanity, it is easy to grow cynical. The world seems to 
grow more dangerous each year. People are more divided than they have been in a long time. 
Immorality is no longer something that people try to hide. As a nation, we have become largely 
disinterested in God. Disgusted by the world, we then look in the mirror, and things do not improve 
much. For we must confess that we are not pillars of nobility either. 

Looking at our world or at ourselves, we could become jaded. But today, Christ Jesus wants us to 
set that aside and, instead, to live in hope. Our hope is not a naïve wish that things will get better. 
Our hope is rooted in the fact that Christ came at that first Christmas to forgive every sin.  

Our hope is that just as he kept his promise to come the first time, Jesus will keep his promise to 
come again and destroy everything that is wrong with Creation. Judgment Day will be full of 
incomprehensible terror for those who have aligned themselves with the world. But Christians 
hope that day comes soon. Confident that we are wrapped in Christ’s righteousness, it will be a 
day of great deliverance. 

 

Opening Dialogue 
Pastor: Lord Jesus, you are the Light of the world, 
People: The Light no darkness can overcome. 
 

Pastor: Stay with us for it is evening,  
People: And the day is almost over. 
 

Pastor: Let your light scatter the darkness,   
People: Let it shine in our hearts and lives. Amen. 

 

The Candle of Hope 
Each week during Advent, we light a candle 
in confident faith and eager anticipation.  
 

Prayer for Peace 
All: Lord God, all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works come from you. 

Give to us, your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our 
hearts may be set to obey your commandments. Defend us also from the fear of 
our enemies that we may live in peace and quietness, through the merits of 
Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen. 



God’s Word – Isaiah 9:2-7 
2 The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; 

on those living in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned. 
3 You have enlarged the nation and increased their joy; 

they rejoice before you as people rejoice at the harvest, 
as warriors rejoice when dividing the plunder. 

4 For as in the day of Midian’s defeat, you have shattered 
the yoke that burdens them, the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor. 

5 Every warrior’s boot used in battle and every garment rolled in blood 
will be destined for burning, will be fuel for the fire. 

6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, 
    and the government will be on his shoulders. 

And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end. 

He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, 
establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever. 

The zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this. 
 

 

Devotion 
 

 
 

Luther’s Evening Prayer 
All:  In the name of the Father and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. I thank you, my 

heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you have graciously kept me 
this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me this night. Into your hands I 
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that the 
wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen. 

 

Blessing 
Pastor: May the blessing of the eternal God be upon us: his light to guide us, his presence to 

shelter us, his peace to unite us.   

People: Amen. 

 



Closing Song         Savior of the Nations, Come   Christian Worship 2 

 

Savior of the nations, come;  
Virgin's Son, make here your home. 
Marvel now, O heav'n and earth,  
That the Lord chose such a birth. 
 
Not by human flesh and blood,  
By the Spirit of our God 
Was the Word of God made flesh,  
Woman's offspring, pure and fresh. 
 
Wondrous birth! O wondrous Child  
Of the virgin undefiled, 
Though by all the world disowned,  
Yet to be in heav'n enthroned! 
 
From the Father's throne he came  
And ascended to the same, 
Captive leading death and hell –  
High the song of triumph swell! 
 
Praise to God the Father sing,  
Praise to God the Son, our King, 
Praise to God the Spirit be  
Ever and eternally. 
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The LORD gave great promises and hope to Abram. 

 



Gabriel brought great promises and hope to Mary. 
 

 
 


