
 

May 28, 2020 
Dear Church Family, 

It’s been too long.  For more than 2 strange and stressful months, we haven’t seen each other.  
Instead, our TVs, smartphones, and conversations have been filled with tragic stories, 
conflicting advice from experts, and a faltering economy.  We would have loved to have walked 
through these last 10+ weeks by regularly gathering face-to-face around God’s Word and in 
prayer.  It’s been too long. 

It’s been too long, and yet the timing has been absolute perfect.  We know this because Paul tells 
us that: “God also placed all things under his [Christ’s] feet and made him head over everything 
for the church (Ephesians 1:22.)”   

Christ rules over all things – viruses, government, and world events – for the benefit of his 
Church.  We don’t always know the “Why?” or the “How is this going to work out for my / our 
benefit?”  But, we do know and trust Jesus.  Not one of his good promises ever fails - not ever 
and certainly not now.  In ways that only Jesus knows, these last months were absolutely 
perfect for his Church, our church family, and each one of us. 

Worship  
The most recent order from Governor Walz allows for churches to operate at 25% of their indoor 

capacity and with up to 250 people outdoors as long as safe practices are maintained.   

Our plan is to return to worshipping together in person on Sunday, June 7th.  Our initial plan: 

Silver Service:  8:00am indoors on our Resurrection Campus.   
Our “Silver Service” is only for people at higher risk (people 65 years and older, people who live 
in a nursing home or long-term care facility, people with underlying conditions).   

Great Outdoors Service:  9:30am outdoors on our Life Campus 
BRING YOUR OWN CHAIR.  Our “Great Outdoors Service” was chosen for our Life Campus 
because:  1) We are completing some remodeling work in our worship space.  2) Our Life 
Campus has lower capacity and would more easily bump into max capacity - we’d rather not 
turn anyone away. 3) Some may see outdoors as a safer option than indoors.  4) It’s a little 
Summer fun.  In case of inclement weather, we’re considering “drive-in” worship. 

Perfect Rest:  10:30am indoors on our Resurrection Campus 
Our “Perfect Rest Service” provides a little extra time for sleep and the essential spiritual rest 
God gives us in his Word. (We named this service so it wouldn’t feel left out.) 

Online Worship: on our YouTube channel 
We will continue to provide worship and sermons online. Join us there. Share with a friend. 



Guidelines – per Minnesota Department of Health and CDC Recommendations 

If you are sick in any way, please worship at home.  Online worship will continue. 

Everyone is required to wear a mask to protect our church family. You already know that a 
cloth mask does not protect the wearer. It does, however, somewhat protect everyone else if 
the wearer is ill. Recent studies show that carriers with mild or NO symptoms are a key part of 
COVID-19 spread. 

Someone could say, “Don’t I have a right to attend our worship service without a mask?” The 
issue is not one of rights; it’s one of Christian love. We want to show love to those we worship 
with. Wearing a mask is a small thing in the eternal scheme of things. What is big in the eternal 
scheme of things is showing love and worshiping the Lord.  

If you are physically unable to wear a mask, please talk to a Pastor before Sunday. We will have 
disposable masks available, but it would be great if you could bring your own cloth mask. Thank 
you for your understanding and patience.  

6 feet of separation:  We will practice social distancing.  
� Available indoor seating will be clearly marked.  For outdoor worship, please seat yourselves 

at least 6 feet from others.  The ushers and elders will assist people in this. Please be 
cooperative.  There are reasons for them telling you where you need to sit. 

� You may sit with those of your household only. 
� Whether indoors or outdoors, seated or moving about, be sure to leave at least 6 feet 

between families. 
� The State of Minnesota asks that there be no gathering of groups before and after the service. 
� Please stay in your cars until you see the front doors propped open. 
� Doors will open 5 minutes before service time. 
� This is going to sound odd but it needs to be said, “Go to the bathroom before coming to 

church.” Bathrooms will be open but limited to one person at a time. 

Overflow:  With the current safety guidance, the indoor services on our Resurrection Campus 
allow for approximately 100 people in our sanctuary.  We will set up the gym for worship, too.  
If our attendance exceeds 100, people will be ushered to the gym where the service will be 
livestreamed.  After the service, worshippers will be ushered out on our Resurrection Campus to 
alleviate congestion in the narthex and exits. 

Singing: We will limit singing in the services. Studies have shown that singing is an easy way to 
spread the virus.  

From the MDH Guidance (page 6, #10):  Singing is a higher-risk activity as it more forcefully 
expels respiratory droplets than speaking. And the act of singing may contribute to 
transmission of COVID-19, possibly through emission of aerosols. Congregations should refrain 
from singing. Congregations are strongly encouraged to offer pre-recorded music or only one 
cantor singing at a distance of at least 12 feet from anyone else during the service, while 
wearing a face mask. 



Simplified and Shortened:  We will shorten and simplify our worship services for the summer 
months. This will somewhat minimize the exposure that we have. A service may look like this: 
the invocation, a song, a Scripture reading, a sermon, prayers, the blessing, and a song. 

Holy Communion: We are working on our plan for Holy Communion procedures so that we can 
celebrate the Lord’s Supper while maintaining safe practices.  We will share those plans before 
we offer Communion. If you would like private communion, please contact one of the pastors. 

Offerings:  You are encouraged to give online at our church’s website.  The wooden boxes will 
also be available to receive your offerings as you leave worship. 

Communication Cards: We will not collect paper Communication Cards.  Whether you worship at 
home or in person, please fill out a digital Communication Card.  Your records of worship with 
us, prayer requests, questions, and comments have been very helpful and appreciated.  Please 
continue to submit them.  You will be able to find the link on our website (rlrochester.org) and 
below the weekly YouTube video. Thank you! 

Disinfecting: Frequently touched surfaces will be disinfected after each service. A Disinfecting 
Team will function on each campus as managed by our “Plan Administrator” (Lori Thicke.)  We 
need people willing to serve on our Disinfecting Teams.  Please contact Lori Thicke, Nick 
Rogness, or one of the pastors if you’re willing and able to serve. 

Bring Your Own: On our Resurrection Campus, all worship information will be on the screen.  
There will be no bulletins, hymnals, or Bibles available.  If you wish to use a hymnal or Bible, 
please bring your own from home.  On our Life Campus, a worship sheet will be given to 
worshippers.  Please take your sheets home with you. Also, BRING YOUR OWN CHAIR. 

Keep It Moving:  As per the Minnesota Department of Health and CDC recommendations we will 
encourage people to exit and not to visit after the service is finished. 

� If you want to visit, please do – That is even encouraged if both parties are willing, but 
set a time and place other than the church or the church’s parking lot. 

� Please be understanding, if you are asked to leave. 

 

A note from our Circuit Pastor, Pastor Kom, that Pastors Koelpin and Meyer echo: 

I want to make it perfectly clear that those who feel uncomfortable coming to church 
at this time should not come to church. As I said before, this virus is dangerous. If 
someone has health issues, is in an at-risk age group, cares for a young or elderly 
person, or just feels it’s too risky, it’s God-pleasing to stay home to worship.  

The third commandment does not say, “Thou shalt come to church.” The third 
commandment directs us to honor God’s Word. We’ll continue to post our worship 
services online each week. We will continue to provide devotional material. We all 
can (and want to!) read and study God’s Word on our own. This is worshiping the 
Lord! This is keeping the Third Commandment. Again, if you feel at all 
uncomfortable coming to church please worship at home.  



In summary, we’re still working on things… our plan, people, site disinfecting and preparations, 
et cetera.  We pray we’ll be ready to welcome you for worship on June 7th.   

Our greatest concern for June 7th is that we’ll be so busy with all of the above that we’ll forget 
why we’re gathering.  It’s all about our Triune God and his Word.  In his great mercy and grace, 
he has made us his children.  He has been with us in the past and over these last months.   

“For this God is our God for ever and ever; 
    he will be our guide even to the end. (Psalm 48:14)” 

Thank you for your patience with us over these last months and in the weeks ahead as we “learn” 
how to gather safely and lovingly. We’re looking forward to seeing you again!   

 

In Christ,  

Pastors Koelpin and Meyer 
President Danny Bendix 
Vice-President Josh Grabow 
Head Elder Tyler Zunker 

 

Contact Info and Resources 
Pastors (any spiritual needs, request Holy Communion, any “pastoral stuff”) 

Pastor Stephen Meyer   507-254-9205  pastormeyer@rlrochester.org 
Pastor Joseph Koelpin    281-779-9951  pastorkoelpin@rlrochester.org 

 

Leadership (church questions – organizational, financial, plans, direction, et cetera) 
Danny Bendix (Church President)  507-696-1280  Danny.Bendix@yahoo.com 
Josh Grabow (Church Vice-President) 507-358-2646  Grabow.Joshua@gmail.com  
Tyler Zunker (Elders – Chairman)  920-850-6058  zunker.tyler@gmail.com  

 

Service (desire to help others, need help from others) 
Nick Rogness (Stewardship – Chairman) 507-990-9670  njrogness@gmail.com  
 

Prayer Chain (join the Prayer Chain, submit prayer requests) 
Gina Grove (Prayer Chain)  507-398-9034  gina.e.grove@gmail.com  

 

Principal (any Resurrection Lutheran School related questions) 
Mark Renner    605-880-8739  principal@resurrection-wels.org 

 

Worship: Go to our website (look for a link at rlrochester.org) and our YouTube channel. 
 

Sermon: On our website (rlrochester.org), go to the “Resources” tab and click on “Sermons.” 
- The sermon or service can also found on these links at the bottom of our website– rlrochester.org: 

   Vimeo + YouTube: The video of our sermon / service.  Spotify + iTunes: sermon audio. 
 

Daily Bible Reading Emails:  Join our Monday-Friday Daily Readings Emails. 
 

Give (online giving for reoccurring offerings or give one-time gifts) 
You may also mail your offering to our Resurrection Campus: 4520 19th Ave NW; Rochester, MN 55901. 


