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Church Council Update (from meeting on April 16, 2020)

Note from the Pastors:  Boxed in and trapped.  That’s been one of the goals of our community 
and nation’s COVID-19 restrictions.  The hope is to contain the novel virus and slow it’s spread.  
So far, it’s perhaps felt more like we’re the ones being contained, not the virus.  

This physical (and social) distancing has been tough.  We’ve missed seeing each other.  We’ve 
missed worshipping and studying and serving together.  And, what a strange Holy Week!  I 
guess 9 inches of snow on Christmas Easter Sunday was just about right for this year.  

While might feel like we’ve been trapped and kept from doing some of our favorite things together 
as a church family, we rejoice at what’s not been contained: God’s work and God’s Word.

Paul was not “Safer at Home” – he was in prison and in chains for his faith and ministry.  He wrote 
to Timothy, “But God’s word is not chained!”  Paul kept teaching and writing.  God’s work and 
Word could not be stopped or contained!

By God’s grace, we’ve been able to keep preaching and teaching and sharing God’s Word.  What 
a blessing to be able to worship and study together – even when we’re apart.  God has blessed 
us with technology to stay connected to each other and to his Word.  The Spirit keeps works on 
our hearts through his Word.  God be praised!

To be honest, I’m not exactly sure how to report “attendance” numbers this month.  Hundreds and 
hundreds of computers, phones, and TVs have tuned in to worship with us online (YouTube, 
Vimeo, Facebook, iTunes, Spotify).  How many souls have been fed by God’s Word?  I’m not 
sure.  We pray you have been.  Do you have a friend who could use Jesus and his peace at this 
time?  Share the reason for the hope you have.  And, please share the link to worship with us, 
too.

We have been able to welcome Myra Folies (baptism), Forrest & Jennifer Passer, and Peter 
Hendricks to Resurrection & Life Lutheran.  We thank God for continuing to bless and grow our 
church family.



Church Council Discussion Summary
1. Elders Check-Ins: Elders have performed 

continuous check-ins with congregation members.  
Overall mood of members is doing well.  Many 
members have offered to help others if needed.  
Could you use help?  Please let us know.  Your 
church family would love to help!

2. Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) Loan:  As a 
part of the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economy 
Security Act (CARES) passed by Congress, 
Resurrection & Life received a Paycheck Protection 
Program (PPP) Loan of $195,694 ($78,278 x 2.5).  
The loan will cover $78,278 of the monthly payroll 
for April and $78,278 for May.   An additional 
$19,569 will be used for monthly utilities and 
mortgage interest.  Any loan amounts used to cover 
payroll, utilities and mortgage interest in April and 
May will be forgiven (will not have to be paid back).  
Any loan amount unused after May will be paid 
back.

3. Next Fiscal Year Budget Planning: Council 
discussed budget for next fiscal year.  Our 
proposed offering goal will be $1,081,878.  This is 
based on the last 3 years offerings with 5% 
increase.  This will need to be approved by Voters.  
Council reviewed potential reduction considerations 
and adjustments to our compensation expenses.  
More details on the 2020-21 Fiscal Year Budget will 
be share in the coming weeks.

4. School Update:  Mark Renner shared with Council 
an update on distance learning.  Overall feedback 
has been positive and many appreciate the 
teachers efforts.  Since school will not be able to 
hold “The Event” gala to help raise school aid, the 
school board is looking at other ways to help raise 
tuition aid.   Look for more information in the coming 
weeks regarding ways to support the school 
through an online event.

5. Security:  There was another late-night visit on our 
Resurrection Campus a couple weeks ago.  For 
safety reasons, all codes have been wiped and fabs 
have been coded for no access overnight.    A 
security committee is discussing new security 
options for the future.

6. Pastor Calls: We have put on hold any open calls 
for now.  Council reviewed future alternatives for 
our third Pastor.  One option was to request a 
Seminary grad, however, given the small number of 
graduates and the unlikelihood of receiving a grad, 
Council agreed to not apply for a new grad.

7. Youth Confirmation: Youth Confirmation students 
are finishing up the Lord’s Supper study.  A meeting 
will be set up with 8th grade students and parents to 
discuss assessments.  Confirmation Sunday will be 
postponed until a time all can meet together.



Financial Update
Date Range 7/1/2019 - 3/31/2020 Budget Actuals Difference
Unified Budget Income:

Church Offerings 760,443 772,067 11,624
Grants/Donations/Financial Aid 36,200 63,759 27,559

School Tuition & Affiliate Support 362,734 319,186 (43,548)

TOTAL INCOME: 1,159,377 1,155,012 (4,365)
Unified Budget Expense:

Compensation 884,429 837,069 47,360
WELS Mission 76,044 66,948 9,097

Operations & Expenses 242,379 243,022 (644)
TOTAL EXPENSES 1,202,852 1,147,039 55,813
Net  Income/Loss (43,475) 7,973 51,448

Debt Reducation/Capital Imp 30,187
Reserve Account 5,314

Church Project Funds 29,401
School Non-UB Account 13,635

Restricted Funds 204,588
Line of Credit 35,000

Highlights & Notes:
 March Offerings came in higher than 

expected which results in 1.5% higher 
than budget.

 Church Compensation savings due to 3rd 
Pastor Vacancy

 WELS Mission amount lower due to 
timing of payment.  This will reflect 10% 
of actual giving in next month update.

 In April, we paid off the $35,000 Line of 
Credit.  Next month the Line of Credit 
amount listed will be $0! 

Thank you to all members for your 
continued giving over the past month!


